
‘At Moat Farm Infant School everyday we learn, achieve, have fun and play’   

Spring Term 
It has been lovely to welcome all the children back for our Spring Term!  We hope that you all had a relaxing break 
and enjoyed the family time together.  This term is a fully packed term! Alongside our day to day curriculum, Year 
2 will be visiting Cannock Chase Museum as part of their History topic; children will have the opportunity to attend 
Valentines discos; the Book Fair will be arriving again; World Book Day; Year 1 Mother’s Day celebrations; 
Rocksteady concert and Autism Awareness Day.   
 
 

My School Fund 
We are excited to announce that we have signed up to My School Fund! 

 
How does it work?  
My School Fund links your spend to your chosen school, meaning every time you make a purchase at 
participating retailers you both benefit through an innovative cashback scheme. 
 
What’s in it for me and my child’s school?  
Both you and your child’s school will receive eGift Cards to spend in participating retailers based on a 
percentage of your overall spend. 
 
Getting Started? 
Step 1: Visit https://www.myschoolfund.org/#/ to sign up for free and link to your child’s school. 
Step 2: Register your credit/debit card to your account 
Step 3: Spend at participating retailers 
Step 4: Start receiving your eGift Cards 
 

Click this link to watch the introduction video: My School Fund for parents - YouTube 

 

Operation Encompass 
As a school we take part in Operation Encompass. 
 
Operation Encompass is a police and Education early intervention 
safeguarding partnership that supports children and young people 
exposed to Domestic Abuse. It aims to ensure Schools are notified in a 
timely manner of any Domestic Abuse incident where child/ren are 
present or registered at the address. This early notification should 
mean that, in the majority of cases, schools are alerted in readiness for 
the children arriving at school the first working day following an 
incident. 

 
Operation Encompass went live week commencing 1 October 2018 and the aim is that schools will know as close as 
possible to the start of the school day that the child has been or may have been exposed to a domestic abuse incident. 
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Pupil Premium and Free School Meals 
 

If your child is eligible for benefit related free school meals and you register them for this, school will receive extra 
funding called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources in school. 
Families also receive weekly £15 per child food vouchers during the 2022-2023 February and Easter holidays. Families 
who are eligible for free school meals may also register children with the  Holiday Activities and Food Sandwell scheme 
to gain access to free activities during the school holidays. Sandwell Holiday Activities 
 

 
What is pupil premium funding? 
 
Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, regardless of 
their background or financial situation. School will get an extra £1,385 for every eligible pupil who is registered for free 
school meals. This extra money can make a real difference to the funding we receive from the government. It’s provided 
for pupils who: 

 Are registered for free school meals (this is different from the universal free meals funding scheme for all 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils) 

 Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the last 6 years 
 Are, or have been, in care 
 Have parents in the armed forces 
 

Your child might be eligible if you access: 
 Income Support 
 Income-based jobseeker’s allowance or employment and support allowance 
 Support under the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
 Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and you have an annual gross income of 

no more than £16, 190 
 Universal credit, provided you have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month) 

 
You can apply for free school meals via the Sandwell Council Website or alternatively you can complete a form in school 
and we can apply for you. These forms are available from the school office.  
 

 

Prime Energy Drinks 
Prime Energy drinks along with other energy drinks are not allowed in 

school due to high caffeine/sugar content. PRIME Energy is not 
recommended for children under the age of 18. 

If you child has Prime Energy drinks or another energy drink we will 
replace this with water and send the drink home at the end of the day. 

Thank you for your support. 

Reminder – Play equipment 
Please do not let children use the equipment in 
the playgrounds before or after school.  This 
equipment is monitored by staff during playtimes 
and lunchtimes. 
 
 



 

Eye Tests for Children 
Children may not always know that they have a vision problem.  It is therefore recommended that children have regular 
eye tests.  These should be carried out at least once every 2 years, even if there are no problems with their eyesight.  
These tests can be done at a high street optician and are free for all children under 16 years old (and those under 19 years 
old in full-time education).  You can speak to your child’s Optician if you have any concerns about their vision. 

 

School Gates 
Vaping/Smoking 
Can I please ask that parents do not Vape or smoke around the school gates as they arrive and leave.   
 
Inappropriate Language 
Please ensure that the language that you are using around the school gates near our children remains appropriate for little 
ears! 

 

Car Safety 
We would like to remind parents/carers that children must 
use a child car seat until they’re 12 years old or 135 
centimeters tall, whichever comes first.  Children over 12 or 
more than 135cm tall must wear a seat belt.  You can choose 
a child car seat based on your child’s height or weight. 
 

Please view the below link for more information: 
https://www.gov.uk/child-car-seats-the-rules 

 
Please ensure that you follow the car seat regulations and 
your child is belted in at all times. 

Rocksteady Music   
The Rocksteady music company have been working with 

a number of children in both Year 1 and Year 2.  On 
Tuesdays, the children are learning how to play the 

drums, the guitar, the keyboard and singing.  If you would 
like your child to take part, please come into the office 
and ask to speak to Miss Macdonald our Music leader 
(There is a charge for this activity).  You can find more 

information on the following website:  
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/#mini-

rockers  

 

 

School Nursery 
Applications are now being taken for September 2023, January 2024 and April 2024.  Our School Nursery offers places to 
2, 3 and 4-year olds as follows: 

 30 hour funded places for 3 and 4-year olds (8:45 – 3:00pm) you can apply for the eligibility code on this website. 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  

 15 hour funded places for all 3 and 4-year-old children - children may start with us the term after they turn 3 
(8:30 – 11:30am or 12 – 3pm) 

 15 hour funded places for eligible 2-year olds (12 – 3pm everyday) – you can check to see if you are eligible on 
the Sandwell Family Information Hub website – free childcare for 2 year olds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      www.childcarechoices.gov.uk                                        Family Information Service Hub (sandwell.gov.uk) 

 
Registration forms are available in the school office. If you would like to know more ask at the office for Mrs Davis or 
alternatively you can email her direct on: jayne.davis@mfi.school 



 

 

It has been lovely to see so many children returning to school following the Christmas holidays. School has been a 
hive of activity since we came back on the 3rd January! 

Our attendance from 23.1.23 – 27.1.23 

Regular school attendance is a priority for us this year for all children. We know that children who attend school 
regularly have the best chance of success in their learning, have better friendships and a better understanding of 
our rules and values. Please make sure your child is in school every day unless they are ill. Mild illnesses such as a 
headache or cold do not always mean your children needs to miss school and these can be managed well with 
calpol. Although children sometimes feel unwell in the morning they do tend to brighten up during the day. We 
would rather children only missed a little bit in the morning rather than a full day of lessons. 

Please try to be as punctual as possible. The gates are locked at 8.50am. We have noticed a small number of 
children are regularly arriving late to school. Arrivals after 9.20am are recorded as an unauthorised absence and 
affect the overall attendance figure for school.  

Reporting absence reminder: 

You should be reporting the reason for your child’s absence each day by 
telephoning the school office before 9.30am. You can either leave a message on 
the school answerphone (selecting option 1) or you can speak to the staff in the 
office. If a message is not received then the absence cannot be authorised.  

Unreported absences will be followed up. This may be a phone call to you and the 
other contacts you have given us or it maybe a home visit to see you to discuss the 
absence.  

Mole Owl Robin Fox Rainbow Badger H/hog Heron Squirrel Sunshine Frog Otter Rabbit K/fisher 

94.3 95.4 90.7 90 80 94.3 91.4 93.3 92.3 90 98 92.9 91.7 94.7 

Attendance to date 
(27.1.2023) 

Key stage 1 93.4% 

Nursery 86.1% 

Reception 90.6% 

Year 1 92.9% 

Year 2 93.8% 
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Reminders 
 Parking: May we remind parents to park responsibly and safely when dropping children off at school and when collecting 

them at the end of the day.  The safety of our children is paramount and your co-operation is appreciated. 
 Reporting absence: If your child is absent from school please telephone the school office on the first day of absence, 

choose Option 1 to report the absence, then Option 2 for the school office.  Please ensure that you state your child’s 
name and class and the reason for the absence. If your child continues to be off school for more than 2 days, then you 
need to call school to give an update on their illness, and an expected date for return.  

 Ordering school meals: Thank you to all the parents who consistently order their child’s meals on our new system. 
However, we do have a small number of families who are not ordering meals, please make sure you pre-order your child’s 
school meals on the Relish website. If your child has no pre-order then they will only have the option of a jacket potato. A 
new menu will be live soon for the Spring term. 

 

Dates for your diary – Spring Term 2023 
February  
2nd Frog and Otter Trip 
3rd Kingfisher and Rabbit Trip 
6th Children’s Mental Health ‘Dress to Express day’ 
(non-uniform day) All classes except Badger Class 
7th Badger Class Children’s Mental Health ‘Dress to 
Express day’ (non-uniform day)  
9th Parent Consultations (No clubs) 
10th Reception eye tests 
13th Nursery, Rainbow and Sunshine Valentines Disco 
3:15-3:50 
14th Reception Valentines Disco 3:15-4:15 
15th Year 1 Valentines Disco 3:15-4:15 
16th Year 2 Valentines Disco 3:15-4:15 
17th Break up from school 
27th School closed – Training Day 
28th Children return to school 

March 
2nd World Book Day – wear PJs 
6th Year 2 Parent E-safety Assembly 
13th Heron Mother’s Day celebration 2:15-3 
14th Hedgehog Mother’s Day celebration 2:15-3 
15th Badger Mother’s Day celebration 2:15-3 
16th Squirrel Mother’s Day celebration 2:15-3 
21st Rocksteady Concert 
31st Autism Awareness week – wear blue 
31st Spring Term Ends 
 
 
 

April 
17th Children return to school 

 
***SCHOOL HAS TO ALLOCATE 5 DAYS EACH YEAR 

FOR STAFF TRAINING*** 
We have had 3 already this term 

Monday 5th September 
Tuesday 6th September 
Monday 31st October 
Monday 27th February 

Friday 30th June  
 

 


