
‘At Moat Farm Infant School everyday we learn, achieve, have fun and play’   
 

 
My School Fund 

We are excited to announce that we have signed up to My School Fund! 
 
How does it work?  
My School Fund links your spend to your chosen school, meaning every time you make a purchase at 
participating retailers you both benefit through an innovative cashback scheme. 
 
What’s in it for me and my child’s school?  
Both you and your child’s school will receive eGift Cards to spend in participating retailers based on a 
percentage of your overall spend. 
 
Getting Started? 
Step 1: Visit https://www.myschoolfund.org/#/ to sign up for free and link to your child’s school. 
Step 2: Register your credit/debit card to your account 
Step 3: Spend at participating retailers 
Step 4: Start receiving your eGift Cards 
 
Click this link to watch the introduction video: My School Fund for parents - YouTube  
 

 

School Values 
Our school motto is ‘At Moat Farm Infants everyday; we learn, achieve, have fun and play!’  Our school has 6 core values: 
Collaboration, Respect, Creativity, Perseverance, Caring and Reflectiveness.  This half term we have been learning about 
collaboration.  Next half term we will be focusing on respect.  This is taught through our PSHE curriculum and our Jigsaw 
theme, looking at celebrating differences.  Children will be taught how to celebrate unique qualities in others but also to 
acknowledge similarities and differences.   

 



 

‘At Moat Farm Infant School everyday we learn, achieve, have fun and play’   

 

Anti-Bullying week 
 

On Monday 14th November we had our ‘Odd socks 
day’ to celebrate our differences and to begin our 
Anti-Bullying week.  This year the theme was ‘Reach 
Out’.  Throughout the week the children took parts 
in lots of activities. All year groups watched the 

video ‘Anti-Bullying Week 2022: Reach Out’ which discussed what bullying is and the 
importance of reaching out to somebody to stop bullying.  In our classes, we discussed 
who we could talk to if we are; being bullied, think somebody else is being bullied or 
are worried about bullying. All year groups read different stories which encouraged the 
children to celebrate their differences as they make us unique. Thank you to all of the 
children who have created wonderful posters for Anti-Bullying Week. 

 

 
 
Thank you for all your kind 
donations for ‘Children in Need’.  
The children loved coming to 
school wearing spots.  We 
managed to raise £107.70! 
 
Thanks again for your generosity.  

 

Black History Month 
During October we celebrated Black 
History Month along with the rest of the 
UK. We marked Black History Month by 
recognising and valuing the inspirational 
individuals and events that have shaped 
the black generation in the United 
Kingdom.   
 
The aims of Black History Month were to:  
• Promote knowledge of black history, 
culture and heritage. 
• Share information on positive black 
contributions to British society.  
 

Armistice Day 
On Thursday the 11th November, we held special 
Remembrance sessions in class followed by a silence.  
It is our responsibility to ensure that the younger 
generation are taught about the sacrifice and bravery 
of those who gave their lives for the sake of others 
and to make sure that our children understand the 
importance of a peaceful future for humanity.  
Throughout school children learnt about Armistice 

Day by looking at photographs from the past to understand what war 
was like for those who experienced it.  
We watched the 'Poppies' video from Cbeebies which explained Armistice 
Day in a child friendly way. We discussed the significance of poppies and 
showed our support by buying and wearing poppies in school.  

 

Staying active 
We continue to promote children staying active in school and are delighted that our children are gaining additional physical 
activity daily. Throughout school our children take part in brain breaks, physical playtimes and lunchtimes as well as extra 
lunch clubs for Year 1 and 2. Children have a range of equipment to access during playtimes and lunchtimes. The stage has 
been very popular recently! We are also continuing to run wake up shake up on Friday mornings (8:20am) on the main school 
playground.  
Physical activity sessions for KS1 are taking place weekly and we would like to thank parents in ensuring all children are sent 
in PE kits. We would just like to remind you that now the weather is changing that children should be wearing weather 
appropriate clothing (Jogging bottoms, a jumper and suitable footwear).  
After School Clubs continue to be very popular amongst children and we are very appreciative of the support parents have 
shown. Our sports clubs have been filled to the maximum capacity and it has been a real success. We hope to see these 
continue in the spring term with another range of sports clubs being available. 

 



Moat Farm Infant Reading Spine 
 

“A child who is read to will have an inner kingdom of unicorns, talking spiders and a knife 
that cuts into other words.” (Pie Corbett) 

 
We have introduced a store of classic books into each year group called a ‘Reading Spine’ which are 
read in conjunction with other story books, traditional tales and non-fiction books. We read at least 
one book every day in school which means the children have now heard over 50 books in school 
already! Teachers have worked really hard to make story time a special time.   
  

Please see our website for the full list of reading spine books for each year group: 
http://www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk/reading-spine/ 

 
Below is some of the feedback that we have had from the children:  
 
“I love the twinkling lights we have at story time it makes me feel like I’m somewhere else.” “I like listening to my 
teacher’s expression when she changes her voice.” “The books displayed in the corridor remind me of all the stories 
we have read.” “It’s good to hear the author’s imagination…it helps us with our own stories.” 

 

 
Thank you for supporting our recent Book Fair. We took an 
incredible £1,232.93. Just think of all those lovely books you and 
your children will be able to enjoy. This amount has given us 
£739.76 in commission to spend on more books.  
 

 

 

 
I am pleased to announce we have had a further 27 Birthday Books this half term as gifts 
from children. This brings our total to 66 since we started the scheme. 
Reception have donated 18 books and Year 2 have donated 9 books.  
Thank you to you all!  
 
EYFS - Mila, (Mole Class), Derin (5 books), Imogen, Jack, Rauri, 
Sydney, Yahya (Owl Class), Aiden, Harper, Liya, Jack (Fox Class), 

Eadie (2 books) + 1*, (Robin Class) 
Year 1 – Jovan from last term (Squirrel Class) 
Year 2 - Anishka, (Kingfisher Class), Amarveer, Jaylen (3 books), Ranvir (2 books) (Otter Class), 
Momina, Rebekah (Frog Class) 
*If you have requested not to have your child’s name or photo to be posted in publications as part of GDPR, they will be shown as a 
number  
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Reminders 
 Parking: I’d like to remind parents to park responsibly and safely when dropping children off at school and when 

collecting them at the end of the day.  The safety of our children is paramount and your co-operation is appreciated. Can I 
also remind parents that we are only allowed to park on Tesco car park when you are shopping there.  Please ensure that 
you are not blocking any driveways, so that we can remain considerate of our local residents.  If you do have any concerns 
regarding parking please contact Sandwell Council. 

 Named clothing: Can I remind parents to ensure that all children’s clothing is clearly named to avoid ‘mix-ups’ with 
uniform. We have a full lost property box in school if you are missing some of your child’s school uniform. Please ask at 
the office or the class teachers if you would like to look through this box.  

 Reporting absence: If your child is absent from school you must telephone the school office before 9.30am to report this 
absence. You can choose option 1 to report the absence on the answerphone at any time or you can speak to one of the 
lovely ladies in the office from 8am.  Please ensure that you state your child’s name and class and the reason for the 
absence, giving as much detail as possible. 

 Leave of Absence forms: These are available from the school office and must be handed in at least 10 days before the 
planned absence. 

 

School Nursery 
Applications are now being taken for September 2023, January 2024 and April 2024.  Our School Nursery offers places to 
2, 3 and 4-year olds as follows: 

 30 hour funded places for 3 and 4-year olds (8:45 – 3:00pm) you can apply for the eligibility code on this website. 
www.childcarechoices.gov.uk  

 15 hour funded places for all 3 and 4-year-old children - children may start with us the term after they turn 3 (8:30 
– 11:30am or 12 – 3pm) 

 15 hour funded places for eligible 2-year olds (12 – 3pm everyday) – you can check to see if you are eligible on the 
Sandwell Family Information Hub website – free childcare for 2 year olds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Registration forms are available in the school office. If you would like to know more ask at the office for Mrs Davis or 
alternatively you can email her direct on: jayne.davis@mfi.school 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Regular school attendance is a priority for us this year for all children. We know that children who attend school regularly 
have the best chance of success in their learning, have better friendships and a better understanding of our rules and 
values.  
 
Attendance to 25.11.22 

 
 
Congratulations for Mole, Owl, Robin and Rainbow classes for improving their class attendance percentage since the end 
of October. Congratulations to Badger and Kingfisher class for achieving our school target of 96%. 
 
Any child with attendance below 90% is classed by the Department of Education as Persistently Absent from school. If 
your child falls into this category it is vital you do all you can to help improve their attendance, as they will be missing on 
valuable learning time.  
 
There are 190 school days and 175 non-school days per year. Please arrange to see family and friends, holidays and other 
appointments in the days when children do not have to attend school.  
 
Importance of being on time 
School starts promptly at 8.50am. Children should be in their classrooms ready to begin their day at 8.50am. This is when 
teachers begin the day with the register. Children arriving after 8.50am are late and should be taken to the school office 
to be signed in. We open our doors at 8.30am which gives children plenty of time to enter school and be ready in their 
classroom for the register at 8.50am. Thank you to large majority of families who ensure their children arrive on time to 
school every day. This gets children off to a great start every day.  
 
Unfortunately, we have been experiencing a high number of late arrivals this school year and we would like your support 
as this needs to improve. This as it takes up a lot of time for the office staff who have to reorder children’s lunches and 
escort children to their classrooms, but not only this, the real impact is on the children who then have to walk into the 
classrooms when lessons have started and this can have a negative effect on them being ready to learn in the morning.  
 

Year group Number of children who 
have arrived late since 
1st November  

Number of times 
children have arrived 
late since 1st November 

Number of children 
who have arrived late 
this school year 

Number of times 
children have arrived 
this school year 

Reception 27 pupils 38 lates 37 pupils 69 lates 
Year 1 26 pupils 95 lates 38 pupils 182 lates 
Year 2 25 pupils 65 lates 37 pupils 152 lates 

Every day counts … If children miss 15 minutes of school every day for one week they have lost over an hour of learning! 
Our lessons start at 8.50am everyday.  

Mole Owl Robin Fox Rainbow Badger H/hog Heron Squirrel Sunshine Frog Otter Rabbit K/fisher 

94% 91% 91% 94% 90% 96 % 91% 94% 95% 83% 93% 95% 93% 96% 

 

 

 



Dates for your diary – Autumn Term 2022 
December 

Year 1 Christmas Productions: 
 5th Squirrel  2pm  
 6th Heron 2pm 
 8th Hedgehog 2pm  
 9th Badger 2pm  

 
7th Christmas Fair 1:30pm - fundraising for school books 
 
6th Rainbow and Sunshine nativity 9:00am 
 
9th Nursery Breakfast with Santa in dining hall – parents 
invited 
Reception ‘Cake & Carols’– parents invited 

 Robin 12th 2:15pm 
 Owl 13th 2:15pm 
 Fox 14th 2:15pm 
 Mole 15th 2:15pm 

Year 2 Christingle Concerts 
 12th Otter 9am 
 13th  Kingfisher 9am 
 14th  Rabbit 9am  
 15th  Frog 9am 

16th Party Day and Non-uniform day for our School Charity 
(£1 contribution)  
SCHOOL RE-OPENS to children on Tuesday 3rd  JANUARY 
2023 

***SCHOOL HAS TO ALLOCATE 5 DAYS EACH YEAR 
FOR STAFF TRAINING*** 

We have had 3 already this term 
Monday 5th September 
Tuesday 6th September 
Monday 31st October 

Monday 27th February 
1 MORE DATE TO BE CONFIRMED 

 
 

 
 


