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My School Fund 

We are excited to announce that we have signed up to My School Fund! 
 
How does it work?  
My School Fund links your spend to your chosen school, meaning every time you make a purchase at 
participating retailers you both benefit through an innovative cashback scheme. 
 
What’s in it for me and my child’s school?  
Both you and your child’s school will receive eGift Cards to spend in participating retailers based on a 
percentage of your overall spend. 
 
Getting Started? 
Step 1: Visit https://www.myschoolfund.org/#/ to sign up for free and link to your child’s school. 
Step 2: Register your credit/debit card to your account 
Step 3: Spend at participating retailers 
Step 4: Start receiving your eGift Cards 
 
Click this link to watch the introduction video: My School Fund for parents - YouTube 

 

School Values 
Our school motto is ‘At Moat Farm Infants everyday; we learn, achieve, have fun and play!’  Our school has 6 core values: 
Collaboration, Respect, Perseverance, Responsibility, Friendship and Positivity.  This half term we have been learning 
about collaboration.  Next half term we will be focusing on respect.  This is taught through our PSHE curriculum and our 
Jigsaw theme, looking at celebrating differences.  Children will be taught how to celebrate unique qualities in others but 
also to acknowledge similarities and differences.   
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Antibullying week 
 

On Monday 15th November we had our ‘Odd socks day’ to 
celebrate our differences and to begin our Anti-bullying week.  
This year the theme was ‘One Kind Word’.  Throughout the week 
the children took parts in lots of activities.  
In EYFS we did a circle time in class and looked at our odd socks. 

We talked about everyone being different, and how being different is good. We then 
coloured in pictures of odd socks and read a story called 'We Are All Different'. In year 
one we looked at the story of ‘The Good Samaritan’ and discussed how we should treat 
each other with kindness. In year 2 we looked at a poem which was all about being 
different and unique. During this week all year groups conduced circle times and had 
stories to discuss what bullying is, how it makes us feel and what we can do to stop 
bullying from happening. 

 

 
 
Thank you for all your kind 
donations for ‘Children in Need’.  
The children loved coming to 
school wearing spots and enjoyed 
making their Pudsey biscuits.  We 
managed to raise £191!  
 
Thanks again for your generosity.  

 

Black History Month 
During October we celebrated Black History Month 
along with the rest of the UK. We marked Black 
History Month by recognising and valuing the 
inspirational individuals and events that have shaped 
the black generation in the United Kingdom.   
 
The aims of Black History Month were to:  
• Promote knowledge of black history, culture and 
heritage. 
• Share information on positive black contributions to 
British society.  
 
Throughout school, we learned about significant black 
people, listened to African music and learned African 
dancing. We even had a visit from an author who 
attended Moat Farm Infant School named Rachel 
Sayers; she shared her book "My Friend at School" 
with Key Stage 1 and Reception. Key Stage 1 also 
produced some wonderful homework on inspiration 
black people which is on display around school. 

Armistice Day 
On Thursday 11th November, we held a special 
Remembrance Assembly in school, which was a 
sombre and moving occasion for the children 
and staff. It is our responsibility to ensure that 
the younger generation are taught about the 
sacrifice and bravery of those who gave their 
lives for the sake of others and to make sure 
that our children understand the importance of 

a peaceful future for humanity. 
Throughout school children learned about Armistice Day through 
their History and Art lessons. Children looked at and interpreted 
photos from the past to understand what war was like for those who 
experienced it.  In Early Years, we loved looking at the photos of 
fields of poppies and enjoyed creating poppies by painting cupcake 
cases and discussing which colours were appropriate to use and 
why. In Key Stage 1, we studied the people that helped in the war 
and recreated them out of wooden pegs.  We then used this work to 
create a whole school display outside the school hall to 
commemorate those who fought and died in the war. 

 

Staying active 
We continue to promote children staying active in school and are delighted that our children are gaining additional physical 
activity daily. Throughout school our children take part in brain breaks, physical playtimes and lunchtimes, extra lunch clubs 
for Year 2 and extra sports coach sessions with Coach Talbot. Children have a range of equipment to access during playtimes 
and lunchtimes as well as the football goals being very popular with our children.  
Physical activity sessions for KS1 are taking place weekly and we would like to thank parents in ensuring all children are sent 
in PE kits. We would just like to remind you that now the weather is changing that children should be wearing weather 
appropriate clothing.  
It has been a pleasure to see the return of After School Clubs and are very appreciative of the support parents have shown in 
doing this. Our sports clubs have been filled to the maximum capacity and it has been a real success. We hope to see these 
continue in the spring term with another range of sports clubs being available. 

 



Moat Farm Infant Reading Spine 
 

“A child who is read to will have an inner kingdom of unicorns, talking spiders and a knife 
that cuts into other words.” (Pie Corbett) 

 
We have introduced a store of classic books into each year group called a ‘Reading Spine’ which are 
read in conjunction with other story books, traditional tales and non-fiction books. We read at least 
one book every day in school which means the children have now heard over 50 books in school 
already! Teachers have worked really hard to make story time a special time.   
  

Please see our website for the full list of reading spine books for each year group: 
http://www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk/reading-spine/ 

 
Below is some of the feedback that we have had from the children:  
 
“I love the twinkling lights we have at story time it makes me feel like I’m somewhere else.” “I like listening to my 
teacher’s expression when she changes her voice.” “The books displayed in the corridor remind me of all the stories 
we have read.” “It’s good to hear the author’s imagination…it helps us with our own stories.” 

 

It is that time of year again, when UNISON and schools together celebrate the commitment and hard work of school support 
staff.  This year, in addition to the UNISON National Stars in our Schools Online Campaign (which was set up due to 
pandemic) Sandwell UNISON also ran a local celebration. This gave staff the opportunity to nominate that special someone 
within our school to be considered for a 'STARS IN OUR SCHOOLS AWARD'.   
Staff did nominate school support staff and 2 of our staff were chosen as local winners – Well done Mr Emery and Miss 
Sayce.  But not only that, Miss Sayce was also chosen as the overall local winner.  I would like to say a big thank you and well 
done to all the support staff who were nominated. 
                        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Reminders 
 Parking: I would like to remind parents to park responsibly and safely when dropping children off at school and when collecting them 

at the end of the day.  The safety of our children is paramount and your co-operation is appreciated. Can I also remind parents that 
we are only allowed to park on Tesco car park when we are shopping there.  Please ensure that you are not blocking any driveways, 
so that we can remain considerate of our local residents. 

 Reporting absence: If your child is absent from school you must telephone the school office on the first day of absence, choose 
Option 1 to report the absence.  Please ensure that you state your child’s name and class and the reason for the absence, giving as 
much detail as possible. 

 Smoking near school gates: our gates get very busy at the beginning and end of the school day. We politely ask that you be respectful 
of the parents accessing the school entrance and refrain from smoking on the school gate.  
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Polite reminder of what you need to do if your child is off school: 

 Call the school office before 9.30am on the first day of absence – leave a message or speak to one of the 
lovely ladies in the school office. 

 Call back again if your child is still off after 48 hours with an update for us. 

Late procedures: 

 School gates are locked at 8.50am, children arriving after 8.50am should be brought to the school office to be 
signed in and have their school dinner order redone.  

 Children should be collected by 3.10pm at the end of school. If you are running late, please call the office and 
let us know before 2.45pm so a message can be passed onto the class teacher.  

 Children not collected by 3.20pm will be brought down to the school office.  

*Please note absences due to your child having COVID symptoms and gaining a PCR test or awaiting results from a 
PCR, will not affect a child’s overall attendance as these will be coded as X on the register (not expected to attend).  

When you get the PCR result, these need to be emailed to either Mrs Walker Deborah.walker@mfi.school or Mrs 
Davis jayne.davis@mfi.school  

We are being hit hard this term with not only normal childhood illnesses like 
tonsillitis, colds, chicken pox but also with increased numbers COVID cases with 
our children. So far we have had 21 children who have tested positive since 
September. This is reflected in our overall attendance figures for the term so 
far.  

Children should have a waterproof coat with them every day, and now as the 
temperature is falling children will need to start wearing vests under their 
school uniform. Even though the heating is on in school, because we have to 
ventilate the classrooms regularly, it can be quite cold in school.  

Following a healthy lifestyle of good sleep patterns and eating a healthy diet 
will also help to fight the bugs!  

Attendance to date (25.11.21) 

Key stage 1 94.5% 

EYFS 91.6% 

Nursery 87.4% 

Reception 92.6% 

Year 1 94.4% 

Year 2 94.7% 

 

 

 

 



School Nursery 
Our School Nursery offers places to 2, 3 and 4 year olds as follows: 

 30 hour funded places for 3 and 4 year olds (8:45 – 3:00) 
 15 hour funded places for all 3 and 4 year old children (They may 

start with us the term after they turn 3 (8:30 – 11:30 or 12 – 3) 
 15 hour funded places for eligible 2 year olds (12 – 3) 

Applications are now being taken for September 2022, January 2023 and 
April 2023.  Registration forms are available in the school office. 
If you would like to know more ask at the office for Mrs Davis or 
alternatively you can email her direct on: jayne.davis@mfi.school 

 
Dog’s Trust 

 
Thank you to everyone who wore non-uniform on 
the last day half-term and contributed to the 
collection for our Charity of the year – Dog’s 
Trust.  We raised £279.78! 

 

Dates for your diary – Autumn Term 2021 
December 

10th Christmas Jumper Day (except Year 2) 
10th Nursery Christmas Breakfast 
13th Flu sprays  
14th Year 2 Christmas Jumper Day 
15th Christmas Dinner Day 
15th/ 16th Christmas School Fayre  
17th Party Day and Non-uniform day for our School Charity (50p contribution)   
Break up for Christmas holidays 

 

Please note! 
SCHOOL RE-OPENS to children on Wednesday 5TH JANUARY 2022 

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING DAYS 
Thursday 2nd September 2021 

Friday 3rd September 2021 
Monday 1st November 2021 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 
Monday 28th February 2022 

 


