
‘At Moat Farm Infant School everyday we learn, achieve, have fun and play’   
 

Welcome back 
A very warm welcome back to all our children and families, I hope that you all had a good summer.  A warm 
welcome to all our new families too!  The children are settling very well into their new routines and I must say 
that they look very smart in their school uniforms.  Thank you parents, for this. 
I look forward to working closely with all of our children, families, staff and governors to support the school in 
its ongoing journey towards excellence and achieving the very best for all.  If you would like to discuss any 
aspect of your child’s time at school, as always please do not hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher in the 
first instance, or if you would like to arrange an appointment with myself or my Deputy Head Teachers (Mrs 
Davis or Mrs Wheeler) feel free to contact the school office by telephoning 0121 5521885 and select Option 2 
or email me at deborah.walker@mfi.school  
 
Mrs Walker 

 

School Priorities as children return to school 
This year, staff at school will be working on the following areas: 
 
Quality of education  
 Improve outcomes in Reading, Writing and Maths. 
 Narrow the attainment gap between children who receive Pupil Premium Grant and those children who do not. 
 Cater effectively for the changing needs of the children with SEND in our school. 
 
Leadership and management 
 Review and develop monitoring and coaching throughout school. 
 To take over catering and provide quality food for all children. 
  
EYFS 
 To introduce and implement the new EYFS curriculum and assessment. 

 
School Values 

Our school has 6 core values: Collaboration, Respect, Perseverance, Responsibility, Friendship and Positivity.  A new 
value is taught every half term.  A value is a principle that guides our thinking and our behaviour.  At Moat Farm Infant 
School, every child is valued for who they are and what they contribute to school.  Values are intended to support the 
personal, social and spiritual development of every pupil in school.  This half term our value is: Collaboration. 
 
School Value- Collaboration  
This links to our first topic in Jigsaw called ‘Being me in my world’.  Children are taught how successful collaborative 
teamwork can shorten time, divide effort and increase the group morale. Teams can accentuate strengths and bring out 
the best in its members. We want children to learn the benefits of teamwork so we teach children the positive functions 
of teams but also the ability to speak up and challenge a team if necessary. 
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School Nursery 
Our School Nursery class 
provides education and care for 
2, 3 and 4 year old children.  
We offer 15 hours and 30 hour 
(Funded sessions) for children.  
Applications are now being 
taken for January, April and 
September 2022. 

Lunchtime 
Can we please remind parents to order your child’s dinner online.  If you need any help please 
don’t hesitate to speak to the office staff. 
If you are sending your child with a pack lunch please do not over fill the lunchbox with food, as 
this can be overwhelming for the children when they have so much to try and eat. 
Food Deliveries - As you all may be aware, there is currently shortages on some supplies all 
around the world. This is affecting our deliveries, meaning on some days supply may be different, 
however we will continue to let you all know as soon as this is possible when this happens. 

 

 

Reminders 
 Parking: I’d like to remind parents to park responsibly and safely when dropping children off at school and when 

collecting them at the end of the day.  The safety of our children is paramount and your co-operation is appreciated. 
Can I also remind parents that we are only allowed to park on Tesco car park when we are shopping there.  Please 
ensure that you are not blocking any driveways, so that we can remain considerate of our local residents. 

 Named clothing: Can I remind parents to ensure that all children’s clothing is clearly named to avoid ‘mix-ups’ with 
uniform. 

 Reporting absence: If your child is absent from school you must telephone the school office on the first day of 
absence, choose Option 1 to report the absence.  Please ensure that you state your child’s name and class and the 
reason for the absence, giving as much detail as possible. 

Training Days 2021– 2022 
Thursday 2nd September 2021 
Friday 3rd September 2021 
Monday 1st November 2021 
Tuesday 4th January 2022 
Monday 28th February 2022 

School Website 
We continue to update the website with lots of information.  Don’t 
forget to go online and keep up to date with what is happening in 
school www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk 

Government restrictions 
COVID, obviously remains in the background for us. We continue to update our risk assessment during this time. This 
highlights our continued commitment to: 

 Enhanced cleaning  
 Ventilation of areas where required and possible 
  Regular and effective hand washing  
 Lateral flow testing within our staff team  
 Identified isolation of those who test positive or who are symptomatic  
 Ensuring full attendance of all pupils as there is now no need for close contacts to isolate unless they are 
symptomatic themselves 

 
If your child is unwell or displaying any of the common Covid 19 symptoms, then you should arrange a PCR test (not a 
Lateral Flow test) and keep your children at home whilst awaiting the test results. If it is not possible for your child to 
undertake a PCR test then the recommendation is that you keep your children at home and they should be well for 48 
hours before they return to school.  Whilst we are very aware that all the usual coughs and colds are out there, to help 
minimise the risk of an outbreak in school, children will still be sent home if they are too unwell to be at school and are 
displaying any of the Covid symptoms.  
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PE kit 
We ask that children come to school wearing 
their kit on their PE days (Class teachers will 
notify you of about PE days).  The PE kit 
comprises of: 
 Pumps or trainers,  
 white t-shirt,  
 black shorts/tracksuit bottoms/leggings 

and their school jumper or cardigan. 

Healthy School 
Moat Farm Infant School is a Healthy school, and as such we follow the 
School Food Standards that were revised in January 2015, we try to reflect 
the Eatwell Plate Model of Healthy Eating and support key outcomes of the 
School Food Plan.  We also support the Healthy Sandwell project.  Please 
read our Healthy Food policy on the school website: Microsoft Word - 
Healthy food policy (moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk) 
Reminder: Children should only bring water in their class water bottle 
please. 

 

 

 

Regular school attendance for all children is important to ensure continuity and progression in their education. It is 
school’s responsibility to monitor and actively pursue the goal of regular attendance. Parents are also responsible 
for ensuring that their children attend school and arrive on time. The Government’s recommendation is for pupils 
to attend for 96% of the school year. We need to try really hard this year to make sure every class is achieving or 
beating our 96% target. We can only do this if we work together!  

Attendance 
Week beginning 6th September 

#everydaycounts 
Whole school 

98.5%   
Mole 95.2% 
Owl 97.6% 
Robin 97.4% 
Fox 98.8% 
Rainbow 94.1% 
Badger 100%       
Hedgehog 96.4% 
Heron 99.7% 
Squirrel 98.2% 
Frog 97.1% 
Otter 99.3% 
Rabbit 97.3% 
Kingfisher   100%  

 



Lottie – Our School Dog 
Lottie says “thank you” for such a warm welcome to school this week. She has enjoyed getting used to the sounds, smells 

and noises around school, and certainly thinks it is a very busy place!  
 

One of Lottie’s first jobs in school is to welcome the children in the morning to school with Mrs Davis. She loves seeing 
the happy smiling faces of the children coming to school.  

 
The children have been great at remembering to ask first before they stroke Lottie, and put their hand out to let her have 

a sniff of them first. By doing this she knows you are there and doesn’t get startled or frightened. This is how children 
and adult should approach all dogs and not just Lottie. 

 
Lottie also started her puppy class on Friday evening last week and will be attending this every week to work toward her 

Good Citizen Dog Puppy Course.  

  

  

 

 

 



Dates for your diary – Autumn Term 2021 
September 

2nd Training Day 
6th Reception Stay and play 11.00 -12.30 and 1.30 -3  
8th Rainbow Class Stay and Play 9.15-10.15, 10.30-
11.30 
23rd School Nurse Team in school for  Reception 
Heights and Weights  

 

November 
1st Training Day  
4th Diwali  
5th Bonfire night 
Wk beg. 8th Virtual Parent Consultations - Nursery and  
Reception  
9th Squirrel/Heron Parent Reading workshops 
10th Individual school Photographs 
11th Badger/Hedgehog Parent Reading workshops 
11th Remembrance Day 
12th Children in Need  
15th Anti-Bullying Week 
15th Children to wear Odd socks to begin Anti-Bullying week 
Wk beg. 15th Year 2 Parent Reading Workshops  
Wk beg. 22nd Well-being Week  

October 
1st Black History Month begins 
4th Harvest Assemblies for the children in school 
5th Badger/ Hedgehog virtual Phonic workshops 4pm 
7th Heron/Squirrel virtual Phonic workshops 4pm  
7th Reception Virtual parent meeting for curriculum 
and phonics - 4pm 
Wk beg. 11th Virtual Parent Consultations-Year 2 
Wk beg. 18th Virtual Parent Consultations- Year 1 
22nd Non-uniform day for School Charity (£1.00 
donation for Dogs Trust)  
 
Break up for Half Term - 22nd October   

December 
13th Flu sprays  
6th Badger 2pm Christmas Production 
7th Squirrel 2pm Christmas Production 
8th Hedgehog 2pm Christmas Production 
9th Heron 2pm Christmas Production 
6th Robin 9am Christmas Carol breakfast 
7th Fox 9am Christmas Carol breakfast 
8th Owl 9am Christmas Carol breakfast 
9th Mole 9am Christmas Carol breakfast 
10th Nursery Breakfast with Santa 
14th Otter Christmas concert for parents 9am 
14th Rabbit Christmas concert for parents 2pm 
15th Christmas School Fayre  
16th Kingfisher Christmas concert for parents 9am 
 
16th Frog Christmas concert for parents 2pm 
17th Party Day and Non-uniform day for our School Charity 
(50p contribution)   
 
Break up for Christmas holidays 

Please note! 
SCHOOL RE-OPENS to children on Tuesday 5TH JANUARY 2022 

SCHOOL CLOSED FOR STAFF TRAINING DAYS 
Thursday 2nd September 2021 

Friday 3rd September 2021 
Monday 1st November 2021 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 
Monday 28th February 2022 

 

 

 

 

 


