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Friday, 26 February 2021 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
We are delighted that we can now look forward to seeing all pupils back on Monday 8th March.  
The government has stated: ‘Returning to school or college is also vital for their educational 
progress, for their wellbeing, and for their wider development.’ 
 
We’re working hard to consider how we group children together, ensure that we reduce contact 
between different groups of children, and keep the stringent cleaning and disinfecting processes 
we already have in place to ensure that our school is as safe as can be for your child. 
 
In preparation for return, there are some key points that you need to be aware of to ensure that 
your child is safe.   
 
Symptoms 

You must NOT send your child to school if they are unwell or if they have the following COVID19 
symptoms: 

- a high temperature above 37.8 degrees 

- a new, continuous cough 

- a loss of, or change to, their sense of smell or taste 

 

In addition to the classic 3 symptoms, look out for the following: 

- headaches 

- aches and pains 

- feeling tired for no good reason 

- sore throat 

- runny nose 

- sneezing 

- tummy problems/ache 

 

If any child presents in school with the symptoms of COVID19, we will ask you to collect your 
child immediately and isolate your child in a separate room until they are collected.  You will then  
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be asked to self-isolate and take a test. Please ensure we have your up to date contact details.  
This must include at least 3 contact numbers and your up to date email address.  If anyone in 
your household, or your child tests positive for COVID19 you MUST inform school. 

 
Transport 

The government has advised walking or cycling to school whenever possible to reduce the use of 
public transport. 

 

Attendance 

Attendance at school will be compulsory for the vast majority of children.  The government had 
relaxed the rules on school attendance during lockdown, however this will change on 8th March.  
We will continue to record and monitor attendance as we did pre-covid.  All absences should be 
reported to school on the first day of the absence by parents and carers. Unexplained absences 
will be followed up by school.   

 

Safety 

 Children will not be wearing face coverings in school.  The government advice is quite 
clear that this is not necessary.  If face coverings are used on public transport to get to 
school, they must be removed and safely disposed of or stored before entry to the 
building. 

 Your child will be expected to wash their hands regularly, and/or use hand sanitizer. 

 In order to maintain social distancing during social times, the playgrounds will be zoned 
and children will be expected to stay within their area. 

 Children will only mix with children in their class group, as much as possible. 

 Children will be based in the same classroom each day. 

 Staff will continue to reinforce social distancing rules. 

 We will minimise movement indoors around school. 

 We will keep doors open, where it is safe to do so, and windows to ensure maximum air 
flow and ventilation. 

 We will encourage children to not touch their mouth, nose and eyes. 

 We have reviewed the resources children use in school and they will only use resources 
that we can clean. 

 Toys and equipment will be cleaned between use by different groups/ or rotated to allow 
them to be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) 
between use by different groups, if they must be shared. 
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Dropping off and collecting your child 

School will reopen to all children from Monday 8th March 2021.  There will be a need for us to 
stagger the drop off and collection times of children attending school, to ensure that different 
groups of children are not mixing.  It is important that children are dropped off/collected on 
time so that children are not mixing with children not in their groups.  We ask that parents and 
children do not mix with other families who are not in your child’s class before and after school.  

Whilst you are waiting for the school day to start or end it is important to maintain social 
distancing rules on the school grounds. We ask for one parent per family to attend.  You should 
not congregate in groups, therefore when you drop off/collect your child you should leave 
straight away.  Please adhere to the 2 metre distancing from staff and other people when you 
are on the school grounds.  Your child should remain next to you when you are on the school 
grounds and should not be running ahead or playing on the equipment.   

You will not be allowed to enter the school at any point and we ask if you need to speak to a 
member of staff please telephone the school office or email the class email (this will be checked 
once a week).   

 

Year group/class Area Drop off Collection 

Nursery 

(Full time) 

Nursery area 8.45 

 

3:00 

Nursery 

(AM only) 

Nursery area 8:30  

 

11:30 

Nursery 

(2 year olds) 

Nursery area 12:00 3:00 

Reception 
classes 

Outside your child’s 
classrooms 

8:30-8.45 3:00-3.10 

Hedgehog Outside your child’s 
classroom, in the 
main playground 

8:30-8.45 3:00-3.10 

Squirrel/ Heron/ 
Badger 

Outside the back 
door of your child’s 
classrooms (back of 
school area) 

8:30-8.45 3:00-3.10 

Frog/Otter Outside your child’s 
classrooms, in the 
main playground  

8:30-8.45 3:00-3.10 

Kingfisher/Rabbit 

 

Outside the back 
door of your child’s 
classrooms (back of 
school area) 

8:30-8.45 3:00-3.10 
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Gates will be closed at 8:45am.  We ask all parents to ensure they arrive on time to ensure 
different groups are not mixing.  Anyone who does not arrive on time will need to phone the 
school and await a member of staff to collect your child by the main gates into school.   

 

Office staff 

In order to keep staff and parents as safe as possible, face to face conversations will be limited.  
If you need to speak to the Office staff or pass on a message to the class teacher, please can you 
telephone the school office or email the school.  Please do not come into the main office area, 
as the school office is not to be accessed by parents.   

Non-urgent messages can be emailed directly to the class email accounts and these are checked 
once a week when by the teachers. 

 More urgent emails should be sent to Mrs Walker (Head Teacher) or Mrs Davis (Deputy Head 
Teacher) 

Deborah.walker@mfi.school 

Jayne.davis@mfi.school 

 

Classrooms 

Children will remain in their class group throughout the day.   

Windows will be open in each room and internal doors open to aid ventilation and limit the 
number of surfaces to touch. 

Children, do not need to bring PE kits into school, as we will ask you to send children in 
appropriate clothing for their PE day.  

 

Drinks and snacks 

We will ask you to send your child into school with a water bottle and fruit for break time. 

 

Clothing 

Children will be expected to wear their uniform. 

 

Lunch 

To ensure year groups are not mixing in school we have had to change the way we approach 
lunchtime.  Reception and Year 1 will eat their lunch in the dinner hall and the tables will be 
cleaned in between class bubbles, and Year 2 will eat their lunch in their classroom.  You will 
need to ensure that you have ordered your child their lunch.   

Groups will have their own designated area to play in during break times. 
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Education 

Please be reassured that staff will take the time to support children to adapt to being back in the 
school together.  Every child will have an initial lesson about safety, including reminders about 
hand washing etc.  The government have stated that: ‘Schools will continue to teach a broad and 
balanced curriculum in all subjects, and will adapt teaching and curriculum planning to ensure 
pupils cover the most important content’. 

In order to support the mental health and wellbeing of our children, we will be talking about their 
experiences during lock down, and sensitively, and appropriately, be discussing the virus.  It may 
be that some of our children have suffered bereavement and therefore will need a little extra 
support. 

 

We understand that some of you and your children will be anxious about returning.  Please be 
reassured that we are taking exceptional measures to make our school as safe as can be.  We will 
be providing a clear focus on supporting children’s emotional and wellbeing needs when they 
return.   

 

Your children deserve a great, and safe education – we will not let them down. 

 

Yours sincerely,   
  
 
Mrs D. Walker 
Headteacher 

 


