
‘At Moat Farm Infant School everyday we learn, achieve, have fun and play’   

We hope that you are all safe and well. We know home learning does not get any easier as the weeks 
go by. You are all doing a fantastic job!  Thank you so much for all of your support and feedback since 
January.  I am very proud of our children both in school and at home.  They have been working very 
hard this half term and I have enjoyed seeing the work they have completed. 
 
We are in our last week before half term. Unfortunately, as you know, children must remain at home 
until at least 8th March, with the Prime Minister making an announcement on 22nd February. We 
really, really hope that all children will be able to return to school soon. 
 
During half term if your child tests positive for COVID please remember to email me on: 
Deborah.walker@mfi.school .  Have a lovely half term and stay safe. 
 
Mrs Walker 

 

 

Remote Learning 
If you need any help or support to access online learning, please remember to contact school. We will do 
everything we can to help. We are always looking for ways to support remote learning and we would love your 
feedback.  
 
SAFL is offering a FREE online workshop to help parents understand the importance of E-safety. It includes how to 
set up secure passwords, parental controls and how to know and spot the dangers online for young people.  
https://www.learnsafl.ac.uk/pages/home/online-courses/ict-courses-online/e-safety-for-parents 
 
Thinkuknow have produced a series of simple 15-minute activities families can do to support their child's online 
safety at home. Packs are available for ages 4 to 14+. 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/ 
 

 

Support with Mental Health  
As remote learning was extended by the government, we know how hard it is for both parents and children at 
home.  To support children’s mental health we have introduced ‘Feel Good Fridays’, where activities set are 
different to the rest of the week and the aim is for children to have fun!  The first week back after half term is our 
‘Well-being week’ and there are lots of activities planned to help us feel good. 
 
Looking after your mental health 
Feeling low and sad at the moment is a normal response to what is going on around us. Here are some top tips to 
support children and young people. 
 



 
Follow the link below for lots more top tips! 
 
Children's mental health | Every Mind Matters | One You (www.nhs.uk) 
 
Talking to your child about how they’re feeling can be hard. By taking 20 minutes with them to do an activity you’ll 
both enjoy, you’ll create a relaxed space to start that conversation. Here are lots of fun activity ideas, conversation 
starters and advice to make talking easier and help you and your child. 
 
#Take20 
 
Starting a conversation with your child (youngminds.org.uk) 
 
Good sleep is important for your child's physical and mental wellbeing. Follow the link below for more tips! 
 
Healthy sleep tips for children - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 
 
National mental health resource for parents: 
The Young Minds charity provide this national helpline for parents: 
 
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-helpline/ 
 
Parents Helpline - YoungMinds 
 
Friendly and Confidential: we know it’s difficult to call the first time – but don’t worry.  Your conversation with us 
will remain confidential unless we suspect that a child, young person or vulnerable adult may be experiencing, or is 
at risk of experiencing harm.  youngminds.org.uk 
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Covid Testing of Staff 
Staff in school are now able to access home testing kits, self-testing for Covid-19, twice per week. These are 
used to help break the cycle of transmission, for those without symptoms. In the event that staff do receive a 
positive test result they are required to notify school and seek a further test to confirm the result.  
Any staff member or pupil in school identified as a close contact will be notified by us. They too will need to 
self-isolate for 10 days. This increases the chances of a class/group closure and I would urge those currently 
accessing on site provision, to be prepared for this. Remote education will continue for those self-isolating. 

 

Laptops 
You may be aware of the government’s initiative 
encouraging primary schools in England to order 
laptops and tablets to support remote learning. 
Unfortunately, this only extended to Year 3 pupils 
upwards, so we were not eligible to apply. 
With a lot of perseverance from our Local Authority 
and Mrs Davis, I am delighted to say that they have 
secured some laptops for infant schools!  Once the 
laptops have arrived we will loan them out to those 
families who we are aware are experiencing 
challenges with remote education. What great news 
to end the half term on! 

Local Donation 
We are also delighted to share that a local recycling 
company in Tat Bank Road, Alutrade Ltd has very 
kindly purchased 20 tablet devices for our school! 
I’m sure you will join us in saying ‘thank you’ for 
their kind generosity and community spirit! 
 
These will be loaned to support children in EYFS who 
do not have access to a device so they too can join in 
with the live lessons and not miss out on seeing their 
friends online! 

 

Free School Meal Vouchers 
 This is only available for pupils whose parents qualify under the Free School Meals criteria, not under the 

Universal Free Meal scheme. If your circumstances have changed recently or you think you are eligible, 
please contact school and we will help you to apply. You children may be entitled to free school meals if: 

o your annual income is less than £16,190 
o you claim Child Tax Credit or Income Support  

 If your child was receiving a free meal under the Universal Free Meal (Available to all children in Reception, 
Year 1 & 2 regardless of parental income) scheme when they were attending school, unfortunately you will 
not qualify for a food voucher.  

 

School Nursery 
Our School Nursery offers places to 2, 3 and 4-year old as follows: 

 30 hour funded places for 3 and 4-year old (9:00 – 3:00) 
 15 hour funded places for all 3 and 4-year old children  

(Children may start with us the term after they turn 3 (8:45 – 11:45 or 12 – 3) 
 15 hour funded places for eligible 2-year old (12 – 3) 

Applications are now being taken for April 2021, September 2021 and January 2022.  Registration 
forms are available in the school office or can be emailed to you on request. If you would like to 
know more ring the office and ask for Mrs Davis or alternatively you can email her direct on: 
jayne.davis@mfi.school 
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Lockdown lunches 
Easy, low-cost recipes for speedy lunchtimes 

 Struggling for meal inspiration with the kids at home at the moment? We've got you covered with 
our simple lunch ideas. C omplete with its own shopping list, each set of recipes contains 5 easy, tasty 
lunches for around £15. 
 

 
 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 
 

 

Reminders 
 Parking: May we remind parents to park responsibly and safely when dropping children off at school and 

when collecting them at the end of the day.    We have received complaints from both parents and residents 
regarding the way parents are parking.  The safety of our children is paramount and your co-operation is 
appreciated. 

 Reporting absence: If your child is absent from school please telephone the school office on the first day of 
absence, choose Option 1 for school, then Option 2 to report the absence.  Please ensure that you state your 
child’s name and class and the reason for the absence. 

 Please ensure the school office has up to date mobile, landline phone numbers and email address should we 
need to contact you in an emergency.  Thank you  



 

 

Don’t forget there is help out there if you need it.  
 

The COVID Winter Grant Scheme 
The COVID Winter Grant Scheme, is funding specifically for families facing financial hardship as a 
direct result of the impact of Covid-19. It can be used for essential household items, food or utility 
bills. To see who can claim, or apply online: 
 
https://www.sandwell.gov.uk/info/200354/coronavirus_advice/4560/covid_winter_grant_scheme 
 
or call the emergency helpline 0121 569 2266 
 
Best Beginnings  
Best Beginnings is offering free group support sessions to mums, dads and other non-birth parents 
who may be feeling anxious or isolated at the moment. 
 
https://www.bestbeginnings.org.uk/see-hear-respond 
 
Rethink Emotional Support  
https://www.rethink.org/help-in-your-area/services/advice-and-helplines/the-black-country-
emotionalsupport-helpline/ 
  
Rethink Emotional Support Helpline is a freephone service for those who are in need of support, 
reassurance and understanding. The service can be contacted on 0808 802 2208 at the following 
times:  
Monday- Friday 6.00pm – 3.00am  
Saturday- Sunday 2.00pm – 3.00am  
We are now offering Text/webchat support during our opening hours:  
Text 07860 065 168  
Webchat www.rethink.org/blackcountryhelpline  
 
Kaleidoscope Plus Group  
The Kaleidoscope Plus Group works to promote and support positive health and wellbeing 
https://www.kaleidoscopeplus.org.uk/self-help-tool.php  
Chat to us via telephone, online through our website or directly through Facebook and a member of 
our team will be with you as soon as possible to talk  
Call 0800 059 0123 Monday-Sunday between 5pm & 9pm  
Messenger: Monday-Friday: 9am-8pm & Saturday-Sunday: 5pm-8pm  
 
At times we will all be with clients and therefore you will be asked to leave a message. Please ensure 
you leave the correct telephone contact when leaving a message.  
 

Childnet  
Helping to make the internet a great and safe place for children. 
Advice, tips and resources for parents and carers, teachers and 
young people. www.childnet.com 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Need urgent support? 
  
 
A mental health crisis is an emergency that has a direct and immediate threat to your physical or 
emotional well-being. In these situations, it's important to get help quickly. 
 
Try to stay calm and ask someone for help if you need it. It could help to tell someone you trust, 
maybe a family member or a friend. They can be with you and help you decide what to do. They can 
also contact services on your behalf. 
 
If there is any immediate risk to life, contact the emergency services by calling 999. 
 
Crisis support services 
 
NHS 
Mental Health services are free on the NHS. 
 
To get urgent medical help, use the NHS 111 online service, or call 111 if you’re unable to get help 
online. 
 
Shout 
Shout is a 24/7 text service, free on all major mobile networks, for anyone in crisis anytime, 
anywhere. It’s a place to go if you’re struggling to cope and you need immediate help. 
Text 85258 for immediate help. 
 
Samaritans 
You can access confidential emotional support at any time from Samaritans either 
by emailing or by calling 116 123. 
 
Childline 
Childline is a free, private and confidential service that you can access online and on the phone. They 
can provide help and support for people up to their 19th birthday. 
 

 

Safeguarding  
We know that children may be spending more time online. Please keep in mind the 
importance of parental settings on all devices your child may use.  
 
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/  
 
https://www.tiktok.com/safety/resources/for-parents?lang=en&appLaunch=web – this has 
info on how to 'pair' and account (to allow monitoring) 

 

  

  Children break up for the Half Term on Friday 12th February 
and re-opens on at 8.30am to keyworker/vulnerable children. 

 
SCHOOL CLOSED TO ALL PUPILS (even keyworker/vulnerable children) – INSET Day 

Monday 22nd February 2021 



 

 

 

 


