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Sunday, 03 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
I apologise that I am writing to you at such short notice, given that the start of the new school 
term is Tuesday 5th January 2021. However, due to insufficient staffing levels school will need 
to close for 2 weeks.  We will provide care for children of parents whose work is critical to the 
COVID19 response and vulnerable children, obviously subject to staffing levels, from 
Wednesday 6th January.  I think it is important to openly share the current situation with you.   

 

On Wednesday 30 December the government announced that primary schools in some Tier 4 
areas would be instructed to undertake online learning with their children for the first two weeks 
of this term. These areas, were identified within the DfE’s (Department for Education) 
“Contingency Framework” and included some London boroughs and some surrounding counties.  

 

Following this national announcement I sent all families and staff the following letter on Thursday 
31st December: 

January 2021 

 

On Friday the 1st January, the DfE updated their guidance, following health concerns raised by 
some local councils, to include all London boroughs. The latest version of the “Contingency 
Framework” can be viewed here: 

DfE Contingency Framework 
 

On Saturday the 2nd January a number of leadership and teacher Unions shared their concerns 
with both the government and their members and questioned why primary schools in some Tier 
4 areas were being instructed to undertake at least two weeks of remote learning and others 
were being instructed to start in person learning from Monday 4th January. You can read their 
views and comments with these links: 

 

NAHT (National Association of Headteachers) 
 

NEU (National Education Union) 
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NASUWT 
 
The government recognise that:  
“Evidence shows the new strain of COVID-19 is increasing across the country. The majority of the cases 
identified in London, the South East and the East of England are of the new variant. Infection rates have 
increased faster than expected in these areas where the new strain has been circulating and stronger 
measures are required to get the virus under control.” (DfE Contingency Framework) 
 
The minutes from a SAGE meeting on 22 December 2020 which informs the government’s decision 
making stated: 
“It is highly unlikely that measures with stringency and adherence in line with the measures in England 
in November (i.e. with schools open) would be sufficient to maintain R below 1 in the presence of the 
new variant. R would be lower with schools closed.” 
The minutes from this meeting can be viewed here: 
SAGE meeting 22.12.2020 
 
The Office for National Statistics shared data that shows that rates of Covid-19 positive cases were 
rising in primary and secondary aged children during December: 

 
ONS Covid-19 survey 24.12.2020 

 

I am sharing this information to be open with you as families about the position schools and school 
leaders are in at this time with regards to important decisions. I will continue to monitor the national 
and Sandwell guidance and updates daily throughout the next 2 weeks. 

 
Myself and the staff at Moat Farm Infant School support the DfE’s view that consistency of learning is 
important for children, and we recognise that the relationships and routines associated with schools 
support children’s wellbeing. 
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The changes to our plans are not linked to unsafe practices at Moat Farm Infant School, both staff and 
parents view the actions we have taken as a school to minimise the risk of COVID transmission as 
effective. Concerns being raised are due to the rise in numbers of positive cases both locally and 
nationally.  
 
 
In conclusion, I have not written to cause further worry or concern, but to be open with you all about 
the current situation and to forewarn families that despite everyone’s best efforts school will be closed 
to almost all children for at least the next 2 weeks. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,   
Mrs D. Walker 
Headteacher 

 


