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Dear Parents,  
 
Following on from the announcement made by Gavin Williamson yesterday, I wanted to clarify 
what it means for Moat Farm Infant School.  All children will return to school on Tuesday 5th 
January, as normal. 
 
Can we also request that you email the Head Teacher if your child or anyone else in your 
household is currently self-isolating or has tested positive, as soon as possible please.  
 
The government has stated: ‘Given the improved position, the balance of risk is now 
overwhelming in favour of children returning to school.  For the vast majority of children, the 
benefits of being back in school far outweigh the very low risk from COVID19’. 
 
We have worked hard to consider how we group children together, to ensure that we reduce 
contact between different groups of children, and we will keep up the stringent cleaning and 
disinfecting processes we already have in place, to ensure that our school is as safe as it can be for 
your children. 
 
In preparation for the first day back, there are some key points that we would like to remind you 
in order to ensure that your children are as safe as possible.   
 
Symptoms 

You must NOT send your child to school if they or anyone in their household are unwell with 
the following COVID19 symptoms: 

- a high temperature above 37.8 degrees 

- a new, continuous cough 

- a loss of, or change to, their sense of smell or taste 

 

If anyone in your household develops symptoms and is getting a COVID test, your child must 
remain at home and you MUST inform school immediately of their absence. You also need to 
inform school of the COVID test results as soon as possible. You must only email results through 
to this email address: headteacher@mfi.school 
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If any child presents in school with the symptoms of COVID19, we will ask you to collect your 
child immediately and your child will be isolated in a separate room until they are collected.  You 
will then be asked to book a test and self-isolate pending the test results. Please ensure we have 
your up to date contact details.   

 

Attendance 

Attendance at school will be compulsory for all children, with the exception of children who have 
received a shielding letter from their doctor or consultant.   

All absences from school should be communicated on the first day of absence before 9.30am, by 
telephoning the school number, 0121 5521885. You can leave a message at any time or if you 
want to speak to a member of staff you can call from 8am onwards. If children continue to be 
absent, you need to call school with an update. 

 

Safety 

 Children will not be wearing face coverings in school.  The government advice is quite 
clear that this is not necessary.  If face coverings are used on public transport to get to 
school, they must be removed and safely disposed of or stored before entry to the 
building. 

 Your child will be expected to wash their hands regularly, and/or use hand sanitizer. 

 In order to maintain social distancing during social times, the playgrounds will be zoned 
and children will be expected to stay within their area. 

 Children will only mix with children in their class group, as much as possible. 

 Children will be based in the same classroom each day. 

 We will minimise movement indoors around school. 

 We will ensure maximum air flow, as much as possible. 

 We will encourage children to not touch their mouth, nose and eyes. 

 We have reviewed the resources children use in school and they will only use resources 
that we can clean. 

 Toys and equipment will be cleaned between use by different groups/ or rotated to allow 
them to be left unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics) 
between use by different groups, if they must be shared. 

 

Dropping off and collecting your child 

We have staggered the drop off and collection times of children attending school, to ensure that 
different groups of children are not mixing.  It is important that children are dropped 
off/collected on time so that children are not mixing with children not in their groups.   
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Whilst you are waiting for the school day to start or end it is important to maintain social 
distancing rules on the school grounds. You should not congregate in groups, therefore when 
you drop off/collect your child you should leave straight away.  Please adhere to the 2 metre 
distance when you are on the school grounds.  Your child should remain next to you when you 
are on the school grounds and should not be running ahead.  You will not be allowed to enter the 
school at any point and we ask if you can adhere to the 2 metre gap to the staff on the door.   

 

We would also ask you to wear a mask when on the school grounds.  There will be no face to 
face conversations held at drop off and collection times, due to the high rates of COVID.  
Therefore if you wish to pass a message on to the class teacher please telephone the school office 
or email the Head Teacher. 

 

Gates will be closed at 8:55am.  We ask all parents to ensure they arrive on time to ensure 
different groups are not mixing.  Anyone who does not arrive on time will need to phone the 
school and await a member of staff to collect your child by the main gate into school (nearest to 
the school office) 

 

Office staff 

If you need to speak to the Office staff or pass on a message to the class teacher, please can you 
telephone the school office or email the school.  Please do not come into the main office area, 
as the school office is not to be accessed by parents.  The DfE guidance states that coming into 
the site without an appointment is not allowed. 

 

Lunch 

Please ensure that you have ordered your child their lunch online if they have school meals.  

 

We thank you for your continued support at this time. 

 

Yours sincerely,   
Mrs D. Walker 
Headteacher 

 


