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I am very proud of our children, our forward thinking staff and governors 
and of course the positive support we receive from our families. All of us 
want the best for our pupils and everyone works hard to achieve this aim. 
We are a very happy school and our ethos is underpinned by a child-centred, 
nurturing and holistic approach to education. Our school motto, “At Moat 
farm Infant School every day we learn, achieve, have fun and play” is 
evident in the day-to-day life of the school.

In the last year we have seen many improvements. We have a new, purpose 
built Reception unit housing four classrooms, a newly refurbished Year 2 
classroom, an increase in pupil numbers and more dedicated members of 
staff to support their learning and development.

We also experienced a successful Ofsted inspection in the autumn of 2014 
which supported our firmly held view that we are a good school.

The learning environment is becoming increasingly vibrant and new ideas 
for the curriculum have been introduced to encourage learning for life and 
collaboration, expressive and creative arts, enterprise and possibilities.

Our exciting outdoor learning and Forest School programmes together with 
our music specialist and Artist in Residence promote active, creative and 
purposeful learning opportunities across school. We also offer children in 
Year 2 the opportunity to attend a residential visit in the summer term. 
In addition, we ensure that all children experience educational visits and 
interesting visitors to the school in order to enhance the children’s learning.

Moat Farm Infant school works in partnership with Lavender Farm Nursery 
to deliver an excellent range of extended school facilities; there really is 
something for everyone! Please enquire about clubs, breakfast and after 
school provision and holiday provision.

Life at Moat Farm Infant School is always busy and active and hopefully 
you will sense the many different activities and opportunities we offer for 
our pupils. However, this prospectus cannot duplicate the warm ethos and 
welcome you will experience when you walk through our doors.

We look forward to meeting you. 

Justin Stokes
Head Teacher

Welcome to our School



Moat Farm Infant School        0121 552 1885       www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk Moat Farm Infant School        0121 552 1885       www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk

O u r  s t a f f  a n d  G o v e r n o r s  w i l l …
• Work in partnership with our families, the local community and external 

agencies for the benefit of our children.

• Provide a curriculum that is relevant, exciting, challenging and responsive to the 
needs of all children and enables them to flourish, make choices and take risks

• Be committed and dedicated to inspiring young learners with high quality 
teaching and learning environments and a focus on developing essential life 
skills.

• Provide a safe environment where children have a voice, are listened to, feel 
safe and are happy.

• Be good role models, provide high expectations and enable all children to reach 
their full potential.

• Empower children to share responsibility for their learning and behaviour.

• Create an ethos of inclusivity, respect and tolerance where views, faiths, 
cultures and races are valued and children are engaged with the wider 
community.

• Be committed to professional development in order to continually improve  
our practice.

O u r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l … 
• Feel safe, valued, included and empowered and have a positive  

self-image and attitude.

• Be able to make appropriate choices for behaviour, to understand the 
consequences of their own and others’ behaviour and learn to distinguish  
right from wrong.

• Be willing to try their best and take responsibility for their own learning so that 
they are able to fulfil their potential.

• Feel part of a community through the establishment of supportive and positive 
relationships with their peers and other adults.

• Be able to understand and express their ideas, feelings and beliefs in the 
knowledge that they will be listened to and respected.

• Communicate effectively and think creatively, solve problems, work 
collaboratively and persevere even when things get tricky.

• Be able to read and write with fluency and accuracy for a range of 
purposes and enjoyment and to work mathematically with confidence and 
understanding.

• Have dreams and aspirations, be open to possibilities and be all that they can 
be.

• Be physically and emotionally healthy and keen to learn.

• Be independent, confident, resilient and curious.

O U R  V I S I O N

P U P I L S  V A L U E  
T H E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S T H E Y  H A V E  T O W O R K  A N D  P L A Y W I T H  T H O S E  T H A T H A V E  D I F F E R E N T C U L T U R E S  A N D B E L I E F S

O F S T E D  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4

“

“
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At Moat Farm Infant School we believe 
that each child is a unique individual who 
has the potential to grow and learn.  We 
believe that children are active, curious, 
intelligent and full members of society 
and it is our role to provide them with 
a caring, friendly, secure environment 
which is also challenging and stimulating 
where they can learn and grow in body, 
mind and spirit.  Everyone has the right 
to reach their full potential surrounded 
by people who believe in them and who 
recognise that there are no limits to what 
can be achieved.

O U R  
V I E W  O F  

T H E  C H I L D

W E  L E A R N , 
A C H I E V E ,  
H A V E  F U N  
A N D  P L A Y

P U P I L S ’ 

D E V E L O P M E N T 

R E F L E C T S  T H E

S C H O O L ’ S  E T H O S 

O F  R E S P E C T  A N D 

R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

O F S T E D  N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 4

“ “
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M o a t  Fa r m  I n f a n t  S c h o o l 
Moat Farm Infant School is situated in a pleasant site, surrounded by 
gardens, grassed areas and trees,  The school has a no smoking policy both 
within the school buildings, grounds and the playground.

Built in 1938 the main school comprises of twelve classrooms.  Children’s 
toilets and administrative building are contained in side wings at either 
end of the corridor. There a number of teaching rooms along the main 
corridor including small group intervention rooms and the school library. 
Key Stage 1 classrooms are built around the playground area, making it very 
easily supervised.  All play areas have fences and gates which are closed 
when the children are in school.  The children are grouped into classes, all 
named after British wildlife, according to admittance years. All classes are of 
comparatively equal ability ranges.

Our Early Years Foundation Stage, occupies a separate purpose built building 
and offers up to 70 part time Nursery places and 120 Reception places. 
Children usually enter the Nursery at the earliest opportunity following 
their third birthday.  They are admitted into the Reception classes in the 
September following their fourth birthday.  These two years are part of 
the Early Years Foundation stage (EYFS). The children are brought into the 
main building regularly to participate in music shows, assembly, stories and 
visiting entertainment (e.g. theatre groups, puppets etc.)  

B e f o r e  a n d  A f t e r  S c h o o l  C a r e  
a n d  E x t e n d e d  s e r v i c e s
The school has a full range of extended services to support families and the 
community.  Attached to the front of the school is Lavender Farm Nursery 
which offers a range of provision for children 6 weeks to 5 years.

The school and its Governors manage Lavender Farm Nursery.  It is open 50 
weeks per year and from 8am until 6pm.  It is also able to offer wrap around 
care which consists of Breakfast Club and After School Care for children 
up to the age of 7 years.  Holiday care is also available, except at Christmas, 
from 8am until 6pm.  

More information can be obtained from the Lavender Farm Nursery Manager 
or the school office.

A B O U T  
O U R  S C H O O L
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M o a t  Fa r m  I n f a n t  S c h o o l  
i s  a  H e a l t h y  S c h o o l
As a health promoting school we are committed to providing a range of 
activities and experiences which encourage our children to lead a healthy 
lifestyle.  This is delivered through the curriculum and school sport.  There is 
also a wide variety of extra curricular activities that children can choose  
to attend.

We encourage healthy eating through participation in the National Fruit in 
Schools scheme, healthy lunchboxes and through hot meals that meet the 
National Food in School standards.  Children have access to chilled water 
throughout the day and may have milk during the morning break.  All 
children bring a piece of fruit or dried fruit from home, also for the  
morning break.

There are separate outdoor areas for all year groups to use not only at 
playtime but also throughout the day to support the curriculum.  There is 
a range of equipment for the children to use. School meals services are 
provided by an external catering team. They are committed to providing a 
service which features high quality healthy foods that are prepared from 
fresh ingredients from local suppliers, growers and producers. A two-course 
nutritious meal and cold drink is available to pupils each day at school. 
Menus are carefully planned to ensure that your child has an interesting and 
varied selection of lunches.

S e x  E d u c a t i o n
No formal sex education is taught in school but we concentrate on the family 
and children’s feelings.  Any questions on these subjects are answered 
sensitively when they ask.  Parents who wish to have further information 
regarding this matter are asked to contact the Headteacher.

A  H E A L T H Y 
S C H O O L

B E . . . 

I N D E P E N D E N T , 
C O N F I D E N T , 

R E S I L I E N T  A N D 
C U R I O U S .
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Moat Farm Infant School is an 
inclusive school that welcomes 
children from all backgrounds with 
a range of ability and individual 
need.  We are committed to equality 
of opportunity and providing every 
child with learning opportunities 
to ensure they make the best 
possible progress in every subject 
of the curriculum. We value all of 
the children’s successes, academic, 
personal and social.  Everyone within 

our school contributes to its success.
It is important that children develop 
self confidence, independence and 
a responsibility for their own well 
being and for that of others and 
the environment.  We do this in a 
supportive and caring way.

Our curriculum meets the 
requirements of the National 
Curriculum and the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) and 

is tailored to the needs of our 
children and community.  It is 
carefully planned to ensure that all 
children are challenged, interested 
and motivated to learn.  Many of 
our topics are enriched through 
educational visits and visitors into 
school.  The children’s learning is 
carefully monitored and assessed; 
parents are informed through 
parents’ evenings each term and 
school reports.

W H E R E 
C H I L D R E N 

E N J O Y  A N D 
A C H I E V E
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I n c l u s i o n
Miss Leese is the School 
Inclusion Manager.  Our Inclusion 
Policy provides guidance and a 
workable framework to enable 
staff, governors and all agencies 
associated with the school to 
develop a broad, balanced and 
relevant educational experience 
for all our pupils. Once identified 
as having additional needs a child 
will receive support to address this.  
Progress will be monitored using 
Provision Mapping and a review will 
take place where parents and pupil’s 
views will be taken into account. 
Outside agencies will become 
involved and advice will be followed 
where necessary.  Parent’s views 
and concerns are sought at every 
level of support.  

C o l l e c t i v e  W o r s h i p  
&  R e l i g i o u s 
E d u c a t i o n
Moat Farm is a non- denominational 
school.  There is a daily act of 
worship, which is mainly Christian 
based.  Collective worship seeks to 
emphasise the ethos of the school 
and a caring and sharing community.  
Religious Education is taught 
throughout the school based upon 
an agreed syllabus and reflecting the 
multicultural nature of our society.  
At appropriate times children are 
encouraged to become aware of 
various religious festivals celebrated 
throughout the world.  Children 
are encouraged to respect other 
people’s way of life.  Parents do 
have the right to withdraw their 
child from assemblies and RE, but 
we would encourage you to contact 
the Headteacher to discuss this 
matter fully and discuss alternative 
arrangements.    

A  B R O A D 
B A L A N C E D 

&  R E L E V A N T 
E D U C A T I O N

C H I L D R E N  A R E 
E N C O U R A G E D  T O 
R E S P E C T  O T H E R 

P E O P L E ’ S  W A Y 
O F  L I F E
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The safety and security of our 
children is of paramount importance 
to us.  The school site is secure 
and regular safety checks and 
risk assessments are carried out 
for activities both on and off site.  
The school has clear guidelines 
and procedures for ensuring that 
children are safe from any source 
of harm.  There is a rich and 
stimulating Personal Social Health 
Education (PSHE) curriculum which 
develops children’s awareness of 
personal safety, including road 
safety and stranger danger talks.  
Children are encouraged to  
think for themselves and make 
positive changes.  

Our building is fully accessible for 
people with disabilities and we 
continue to look to improve  
our provision.

All adults in school, staff, governors 
and volunteers are police checked.

It is our aim that children develop 
a personal awareness of what 
is acceptable behaviour.  Social 
behaviour in school is developed 
from a base of honesty, fairness, 
punctuality and reliability.  To 
further develop this, the school 
has a Code of Conduct, which all 
children are expected to adhere to.  

From time to time children have to 
be reminded of the way to behave 
in school.  This may involve a verbal 
reminder from their class teacher 
leading to time spent with the 
Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher 
in more serious instances. We 
undertake to keep parents informed 
should the behaviour of their child 
be causing concern.  Equally we 
would ask you to inform us if you 
have cause for concern and in this 
case we would ask you to contact 
their class teacher, key group leader 
or the Headteacher.  The Behaviour 
Policy can be found on the  
school website.

S T A Y I N G  
S A F E  A T 

M O A T  F A R M 
I N F A N T 
S C H O O L

P A S T O R A L 
C A R E  A N D 

B E H A V I O U R
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The children within our school 
are central to all we do.  They are 
frequently complimented about 
their behaviour, manners and 
confidence.  At playtimes our 
Playground Buddies are there to 
help and support other children.

We have, and expect, high standards 
of behaviour.  We take seriously any 
concerns that parents may have  
and encourage them to bring 
concerns to our attention at the 
earliest opportunity.

Children have a voice at Moat Farm.  
All children within Key Stage 1 have 
opportunities to be elected on to the 
School Council who then work with 
children and adults on caring for our 
school and for our community.  

We have regular fund raising events 
for charities such as Children in 
Need and Sport Relief and raise 
money for a variety of charities 
across the year. 

We value our links with the 
community and our children and 
staff work with local churches and 
groups.  We also take part in an 
annual Music Festival.

Racial Equality
Moat Farm Infant School has  
an agreed policy on racial equality, 
which is monitored on a  
termly basis. 

H I G H 
S T A N D A R D S 

O F  S T U D E N T 
B E H A V I O U R

M A K I N G  P O S I T I V E 
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  

A T  M O A T  F A R M 
I N F A N T  S C H O O L
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We aim to develop all children as 
“Citizens of the Future” who will 
make a positive contribution to  
our community.

We have strong links with Moat Farm 
Junior School where most of our 
children transfer to.  

Within school there is a range of 
ICT equipment which supports 
and enhances learning and 
teaching.  This includes interactive 
whiteboards, computers and tablets 
in all of our teaching areas.

Our promise of a core entitlement  
for every child as they progress 
through our school

• To be educated through a rich 
curriculum

• To feel safe and secure

• To be active and independent 
learners

• To work as part of a team/
community

• To have learning opportunities 
outside the school day and 
environment

• To be provided with the necessary 
resources in order to learn

• To be treated as an individual

• To be treated as an equal

• To have the opportunity to be 
involved in a residential activity

C I T I Z E N S 
O F  T H E 
F U T U R E
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TIMES OF THE SCHOOL DAY

Nursery 
Morning session 8.45am – 11.45am  
Afternoon session 12.15pm – 3.15pm

Reception  
Morning session 8.50am – 11.30am  
Afternoon session 12.45pm – 3.20pm

Key Stage 1: Year 2 
Morning session 8.50am – 12.00noon 
Afternoon session 1.15pm – 3.20pm

Key Stage 1: Year 1 
Morning session 8.50am – 11.50am  
Afternoon session 1.10pm – 3.20pm

LUNCHTIME ARRANGEMENTS

School meals are available and 
children with special dietary 
requirements will be catered for.  
At present we share the dining 
room with Moat Farm Juniors.  
Alternatively, children may bring 
their own packed lunch to school.                           

SCHOOL DRESS

There is a school uniform and the 
Governors are anxious that parents 
make every effort to dress children 
in it.  However should this not be 
possible, clothing in the school 
colours is an acceptable alternative.  
The uniform consists of:

• Grey trousers / shorts / skirt

• White shirt / blouse / tee shirt

• Maroon jumper / cardigan

• Maroon and gold tie

• Pink or Red dresses of checked/ 
striped materials for summer.

• Children will need shorts, tee 
shirt and a pair of pumps (not 
trainers) to be kept in a named 
pump bag for P.E.

For safety and security reasons 
the wearing of all jewellery is not 
allowed.  All clothing should be 
clearly marked with your child’s 
name.  The school cannot accept any 
liability or responsibility for loss or 
damage to personal property.

For many children life at our school 
will be their first experience at 
school.  We want them to enjoy 
coming to school and find that 
learning is enjoyable.  We encourage 
the children to be independent 
and confident and to develop good 
relationships with each other and 
with adults in school.

We work with parents in the 
education of their children, offering 
parent and child workshops and 
informative parent’s evenings and 
reports.  The staff are more than 
happy, at the end of the day, to 
discuss your child’s learning or 
personal development with you and 
offer support if necessary.

We hope you have enjoyed learning 
more about our school.

A T 
M O A T  F A R M 

C H I L D R E N 
A R E  H A P P Y

S O M E
A D D I T I O N A L 

I N F O R M A T I O N
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COMMUNICATION

At Moat Farm Infants we firmly believe that 
communication is a two way process and 
we endeavour at all times to keep parents 
informed about how their child is achieving 
and general school life.  We achieve this in a 
number of ways:-

• School Website address;  
www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk

• A range of school policies can be found on 
the school website or are available to read 
in the school reception area

• Termly Parent’s evenings

• Annual School Reports

• Special Needs reviews

• Yearly transfer meetings with new 
teachers

• Booklet showing transfer information

• Assessment data

• Monthly Newsletter 

• Termly Calendar 

• Termly Curriculum Overviews

• Year, class or school information letters as 
and when required 

We understand at times parents need either 
to speak to school staff or leave a message 
regarding their child’s welfare.  You can do 
this in the following ways:-

• Leave a message at the school office

• Leave a message on the school answer 
phone

• Use the school e-mail address  
(headteacher@moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk)

• All are available for consultation at the end 
of a school day.  In a morning for the health 
and safety of all children please allow 
the teacher to admit all children into the 
classroom.  You may leave any messages for 
the teacher at the school office where staff 
will be happy to help you or if you prefer 
hand a short note to the class teacher.

PLEASE REMEMBER

If any child becomes ill during the school day 
their parents, or a nominated person, will be 
contacted to make arrangements for their 
care.

It is important that parents complete and 
return all forms requesting emergency 
contact numbers and medical information, 
whenever they are asked to do so.  

Please notify us when phone numbers or 
addresses change in order that we can update 
our information and thus ensure greater care 
for your child. 

ATTENDANCE PROCEDURES

• Please telephone school or send a note 
giving the reason for absence.  If a 
telephone call is not made initially then 
a note should be brought on return to 
school.

• If a pupil receiving treatment from a 
doctor or a dentist and needs time out 
from school please let the class teacher 
know the previous day. 

• If it is necessary for your child to be 
absent from school during term time 
and the absence is not due to illness or 
medical reasons parents need to get the 
appropriate form from the school office to 
apply for Leave of Absence.  The Governing 
Body will not authorise an absence during 
term time.

A copy of the Attendance Policy is located in 
the school office and on the school website.  
The Policy applies to any child of statutory 
school age (5-16) and it is also for anyone who 
has the day-to-day care of a child registered 
at school (under 5’s).

The school works very closely with the 
Attendance and Prosecutions Officers to 
continually improve all children’s attendance.  
Every week we monitor attendance figures 
and when necessary families are invited in 
to discuss their child’s attendance with the 
school’s attendance manager and the Family 
Support Worker.   

An action plan is agreed to improve 
attendance. If a child’s attendance does not 
improve and they are of statutory school 
age, then the following steps will be taken in 
accordance with the school policy:-

• Contact parents to see why their child is 
absent

• Notify parents of child’s attendance by 
letter

• Invite parents in to discuss their child’s 
attendance with Family Support Worker

• Meetings and visits to the family home 
from Education Welfare Office

• Action taken by the LA

Setting good attendance patterns at an early 
age will help your child throughout their 
school life.  The school strongly believes 
that it should work and support the home in 
ensuring all children attend school.  Non-
attendance is detrimental to all children’s 
education and welfare.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS AND OUTDOOR 
EDUCATION

We endeavour to take our children on 
Educational Visits as we find them beneficial 
and give the children valuable experiences.  
Parents are informed of the cost of travel, 
entrance fees, insurance etc. and asked to 
make a voluntary contribution to the costs. 
We also have educational entertainments 
and lectures from time to time in school e.g. 
animal lecture service, drama groups etc.   
We try to cover the cost of these from school 
funds but if funds are low parents are asked 
to make a voluntary contribution towards  
the cost.

P O L I C I E S  & 
P R O C E D U R E S
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CHARGES AND REMISSIONS POLICIES

The school Governing Body has an agreed 
charges and remissions policy.  Parents are 
asked to make a voluntary contribution to the 
cost of any visit, trip or other event organised 
for their child at or through the school. 

Letters will be sent to parents giving full 
information about such events when 
appropriate.  No child will be excluded from 
any event because of financial hardship 
but where costs cannot be met through 
voluntary contributions the event may have 
to be reviewed.  The school at present does 
not have a budget to cover funding these 
events.  Valuable as they are special events 
and educational visits can only go ahead if we 
are able to cover the costs involved including 
entrance fees, coach fares and insurance. 

ZERO TOLERANCE

We hope as you walk around school and talk 
to staff, governors and children you find a 
happy and friendly atmosphere throughout 
the building and its grounds.  The school 
expects all parents, children and visitors to 
respect the school’s friendly ethos and so 
will not tolerate bad behaviour from anyone 
whilst in the school building or grounds.  So 
in conjunction with Sandwell LA the school 
operates a zero tolerance policy.

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

We hope you will be pleased with the 
educational provision provided at Moat Farm 
Infant School.

If though you do have a problem or a 
complaint the school does follow the Local 
Authorities Complaints procedure.  An 
overview of this is the following:

• In the first instance please talk to your 
child’s class teacher as they may be able to 
resolve the problem straight away.

• If you then feel the problem or complaint 
has not been resolved by the class teacher 
then make an appointment to see the 
Headteacher.  

• If you then feel it is still not resolved a 
letter can be sent in the first instance 
to the Chair of Governors who will then 
correspond with you directly.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

(a) Site Security 
The Health and Safety Committee and Staff 
work hard each year to improve school 
security.   Keypads are fitted to main entrance 
doors around school.  

All other doors can only be opened internally.  
Fencing and gates are installed in the 
playground to ensure the safety of the 
children at all times.  These gates are locked 
every morning at 9.00 am and not re-opened 
until 3.00 pm.  Parents arriving after 9.00 am 
and all visitors are asked to report in at the 
reception desk where one of the secretaries 
will be pleased to assist you.  Visitors working 
in the school should report to the school 
office, sign in using the inVentry system and 
wear an identification badge whilst in school.  
The burglar and fire alarm systems have been 
extensively extended and updated to further 
ensure safety and security for all. 

(b)  Fire Safety
A new electric fire alarm system has been 
installed and the school has had a full    Fire 
audit.  This resulted in new lockers fitted in 
the corridor to house the children’s coats, 
lunch boxes and pump bags.  The Head 
Teacher and Governors have attended several 
courses relating to both Health and Safety 
and Fire Safety.  The Head teacher has 
completed an IOSH Health and Safety course.   

(c)  Parking
Due to lack of space the school has no facility 
for parents to park within the school grounds.  
If a child or a parent is registered disabled 
and is a Blue Badge Holder please contact 
the school office where arrangements can 
be made, that are mutually agreeable.  At 
the Brookfields Road main entrance there is 
a small area which is for parents bringing/
collecting children/babies who attend 
Lavender Farm Nursery.  Please do not park 
on Moat Farm Junior School Car Park.

(d)   Dogs
For the Health and Safety of both children and 
parents no dogs are allowed on the school 
site, with the exception of Guide Dogs and 
Hearing Dogs. This includes the playground 
and all the paths leading to and from the 
school.  Any parent bringing a dog onto the 
site will be asked to leave immediately.

(e)  Smoking
Sandwell Council have a No Smoking Policy 
within all Council Buildings and grounds.  
Moat Farm Infant School is obviously a Council 
building and has to adhere to these practices.  
Anyone seen smoking in the playground or 
around the site will be reminded that the 
school strictly enforces this No Smoking 
Policy and parents will be asked to leave the 
school site. 

P O L I C I E S  & 
P R O C E D U R E S



Moat Farm Infant School        0121 552 1885       www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk Moat Farm Infant School        0121 552 1885       www.moatfarm-inf.sandwell.sch.uk

We would like to take this opportunity to 
welcome both parents and children to our 
Early Years Foundation Stage, and to wish you 
all happiness and success in the years ahead. 
The Early Years Foundation Stage consists of 
a Nursery class and Four Reception classes, 
staffed by a team of professionals, dedicated 
to the education and well-being of your child.

At Moat Farm Infant School we value your 
child as an individual, and hope to nurture 
and develop the knowledge and experiences 
they bring with them from home.

We aim to create an environment where 
your child feels happy and secure while at 
the same time motivated to learn and to find 
out more about themselves and the world in 
which they live.

We realise too the importance of forming 
a partnership with parents, since they are 
the child’s first educator and they continue 
to play a vital role in their education both 
through the Early Years Foundation Stage  
and beyond.

We hope you find this booklet useful and 
informative. If you have any questions or 
concerns please do not hesitate to contact us.

ABOUT OUR NURSERY

We offer two ‘three hour’ nursery sessions, 
one in the morning and one in the afternoon. 
Each session can have a maximum of 35 
children. In Nursery the children are placed 
in family groups which have a maximum of 
thirteen children in each. These small groups 
allow your child to build close relationships 
with their group leader. This key person will 
be your child’s main carer while they are 
in nursery and will be your main point of 
contact. Your child will come into these family 
groups for teaching sessions but also for 
social times such as snack and story time.                                                       

Nursery Times 
Morning Nursery 8.45 am - 11.45 am 
Afternoon Nursery 12.15pm - 3.15pm

INDUCTION PROCEDURE FOR NURSERY

We are aware that starting Nursery can be an 
anxious time for both children and parents. If 

you are enthusiastic about your child starting 
Nursery; your child can share this with you. 
You can support this by talking positively 
about Nursery, the new friends he/she will 
make and the exciting experiences they will 
have. Before your child starts nursery we 
offer all parents an induction visit. This will 
give you a chance to meet the Nursery staff 
and allow your child the opportunity to play in 
the nursery with you. 

We then do a home visit during the first two 
weeks in September. Two members of staff 
from nursery will visit you and your child at 
home, and the visit will last approximately 
20 minutes. This visit enables your child to 
begin building relationships with the staff 
and it also is the beginning of the home/
school relationship. The staff will talk to you 
about nursery routines and it also gives you 
a valuable opportunity to ask any additional 
questions that you may have. 

On your child’s first day they will stay for one 
hour. At the end of the hour when you come 
to collect your child, your group leader will 
let you know how they have settled. If they 
have settled well, your child will be invited to 
stay for the whole session on the following 
day. If however your child has been upset 
or distressed we will ask them to do shorter 
sessions and eventually building up to a 
whole session. All children are different so 
these times will be reviewed daily.

In Nursery, we admit a few children at a 
time so that they feel secure and get more 
individual attention in the first few days. 
Please be patient with us – we stagger the 
intakes over the first three weeks, starting 
with the oldest children. 

WHAT DOES LEARNING  
IN NURSERY LOOK LIKE?

In the Nursery we follow the Early Years 
Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum which 
promotes learning through play, exploration 
and discovery. The EYFS framework sets 
out the learning and development stages 
for children as they grow from birth to five. 
Your child will participate in lots of hands 
on, practical activities which stimulate and 
inspire them. They may not always have a 
‘piece of work’ to show for their efforts but 
encourage them to share their experiences of 
the day with you when they get home. Play is 
a vital part of young children’s learning and 
learning through play is an ongoing process 
throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage; 
it’s a journey that builds on what children 
know and can do. The staff in nursery will 
support your child’s play by playing alongside 
them, modelling playful learning, extending 
children’s communication and social skills. 
Opportunities for playful learning are 
available inside and outside everyday. 

The EYFS is a very important stage as it 
helps your child get ready for school as well 
as preparing them for their future learning 
and successes. We endeavour to help all our 
Nursery and Reception children to have a 
happy, active, fun and nurturing experience 
which will support their development, care 
and learning needs. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

In Nursery your child will have their own coat 
peg. This is a place for them to store their 
coat and spare clothes bag. These are labelled  
with their name. Children will also need 
to have a pair of wellies in school so they 
are able to access the outdoor areas in wet 
weather. In Nursery we have a large selection 
of water proof clothing for the children to 
wear when they are outside in wet weather or 
in the mud kitchen.

The Nursery is adjacent to the four Reception 
classes and all the Early Years Foundation 
Stage children access the same outdoor area. 

School uniform is not compulsory in our 
Nursery, however most children do wear it. 
Wherever possible please try not to send 
children in shoes with laces, as these often 
become undone and can be frustrating for 
our youngest children if they want to change 
into their wellington boots. They will need 
appropriate outdoor clothing including a hat 
and warm coat. On sunny days they will need 
a sun hat and should have sun screen applied 
at home.

ABOUT OUR RECEPTION CLASSES

We have four reception classes, and each 
class will have 30 children. The classrooms 
are set up with a range of learning areas for 
the children to play and work in. These areas 
are planned and resourced with a range of 
challenging and open ended resources for 
the children to choose from during their 
free learning time. The teachers and support 
staff  plan effective learning opportunities 
which build on children’s’ prior knowledge, 
also taking into account their interests and 
preferred learning styles. The school day has 
an equal balance of adult led and child led 
playful learning time. 

Reception times 
Doors open:  8.45 am  
School starts:  8.50 am 
Lunchtime: 11.30 am 
Afternoon starts:  12.45 pm 
School finishes:  3.20 pm

GENERAL INFORMATION

Children in Reception must wear the school 
uniform, the school colours are Maroon 
jumpers/cardigans, grey trousers or skirts/
dresses and white polo shirts. 

Children in Reception will also need a PE kit– 
which should contain a t-shirt, shorts and a 
pair of pumps. We do ask that EVERYTHING, 
including shoes, are clearly labelled with your 
child’s name. School shoes and PE pumps 
should be easy for your child to put on, so 
therefore should not have laces please. 
This enables your child to be independent 
putting their shoes on and also helps to 
avoids accidents when the laces become 
untied, especially as children have access to a 
climbing frame in the outdoor area. 

All Reception children are entitled to a Free 
School Meal at lunch times. Sample menus 
are available from the school. Milk is also 
available for morning snack time should you 
wish your child to have it. 

E A R L Y  
Y E A R S 

F O U N D A T I O N 
S T A G E
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When you have received your place in 
Reception at Moat Farm Infant School, you 
will be invited to attend two inductions 
sessions, each session lasting approximately 
one hour. The first visit is “stay and play” and 
this is an opportunity for you and your child 
to meet the class teacher and explore the 
classroom environment together. This first 
transition visit is very important as it enables 
your child to explore their new classroom 
with the comfort and security of parents 
being present. On the second transition visit 
the children will have a chance to spend 
some more time with their new teacher in the 
classroom while the parents are invited to the 
hall for the parent’s briefing, this is where you 
will find out everything you need to know for 
starting school in September!

THE FIRST FEW DAYS…

When September comes the children will 
hopefully have met their new teachers and 
spent some time in their classroom, so they 
will be a little familiar with Moat Farm Infant 
school. In Reception, we admit the children 
in two groups at a time, 15 children from 
each class will start first then two days later 
the remaining 15 children will start.  You will 
be notified of your child’s start day on the 
induction day. Children in Reception stay 
for the full day from the beginning. The 
Reception Staff will accompany the children 
during lunch to the dinner hall until all of the 
children are happy and settled. 

THE EYFS CURRICULUM AND PLAY

Play and talk are the centre of our Early Years 
Foundation Stage Curriculum. Children have 
access to a wide range of playful activities 
that are carefully planned to help children 
develop and grow. They learn to share and 
play co-operatively with other children. Staff 
will join in children’s play to help them to 
develop knowledge, skills, understanding  
and independence. 

Children are constantly encouraged and 
given the opportunity to talk, listen, observe 
and become involved. Children’s play and 
work are valued, discussed and displayed 

in the classrooms. Children are taught 
to be strong and independent through 
positive relationships.  Children take part in 
playing, exploring and active learning in an 
environment that allows them to develop into 
independent learners.

The Characteristics of Effective Learning 
support the development of young children 
and show how children are learning within 
the indoor and outdoor learning areas.

“The ways in which the child engages with 
other people and their environment – playing 
and exploring, active learning, and creating 
and thinking critically – underpin learning and 
development across all areas and support the 
child to remain an effective and motivated 
learner” EYFS 2012

Children’s learning is documented in their 
individual ‘learning journeys’. These journals 
will evidence the progress and achievements 
of the individual children. They will include 
observations written about your child during 
free play learning time, photographs to 
show the process of their learning which has 
taken place and “work” which your child has 
produced and wants to put into them. These 
learning journeys will be shared termly with 
you. The staff will do progress summaries 
each term for your child and these will 
highlight the next steps in learning for your 
child to work on at home and school. 

THE EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 
CURRICULUM IS ORGANISED INTO SEVEN 
AREAS OF LEARNING: -

PSED-PERSONAL, SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Children are encouraged to talk about how 
they and others show their feelings, know 
how their behaviour affects those around 
them and understand that some behaviour 
is unacceptable. Children are encouraged to 
have a go and develop a “can do” attitude. 
They will be able to direct their own learning 
and talk about what they are doing. 

C&L-COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE

Children will talk and listen to each other, 
share books, listen to stories and rhymes. 
Respond to what they hear in stories. 
Understand and can answer how and why 
questions. Use language in their pretend play. 
Take on different roles in their play based on 
their own experiences. 

PD-PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

Indoor and outdoor play enables children 
to develop their gross and fine motor 
skills. Resources like jigsaws, drawing, 
threading, cutting etc. all develop hand/
eye co-ordination. Manage own basic 
hygiene, washing hands and using the toilet 
independently, and have an understanding of 
a healthy lifestyle. 

L-LITERACY 

Children are encouraged to develop an 
interest in books and stories, recognise 
rhyming words and talk about what happens 
in stories. Learn the sounds which letters 
make and blend the sounds together to read/
say the word. Hold a pencil and form letters 

correctly. Write words and sentences with 
correct punctuation. We teach reading and 
phonics using “letters and  
sounds” programme. 

M-MATHEMATICS 

Children learn to count, match, compare 
quantities, recognise number and order 
numbers. They will develop an understanding 
of numbers as quantities, compare quantities 
saying which groups have fewer or more. 
Begin to sort and categorise objects. 
Recognise what happens to groups when 
things are added or taken away. They will 
recognise and create patterns, talk about 
capacity, length and position. Explore and 
recognise 2D and 3D shapes.

UTW-UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

Experimentation, exploration and play, 
using all their senses, discovering how 
things work, using different materials and 
tools, exploring similarities and differences 
in the environment are all included. Know 
about similarities and differences between 
themselves and others, in relation to 
communities, culture and traditions.

EAD-EXPRESSIVE ARTS & DESIGN  

Children are provided with opportunities 
to explore and use different media and 
materials. Children will sing songs, make 
music and dance. They will role play, engage 
in representational play and use puppets to 
retell experiences and make up their 
 own stories. 

The EYFS curriculum is divided into six age/
stage development bands; 0-11months, 8-20 
months, 16-26 months, 22-36 months, 30-
50 months and 40-60 moths. Within each 
band children are assessed as ‘Emerging, 
Developing or Secure’. 

I N D U C T I O N 
P R O C E D U R E 
R E C E P T I O N
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